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Falkland's island, and a disavowal of Buccarelli's hosti-
lities.

It was to be expected that Grimaldi would object to us
our own behaviour, who had ordered the Spaniards to de-
part from the same island. To this it was replied, that
the English forces were, indeed, directed to warn other
nations away; but, if compliance were refused, to proceed
quietly in making their settlement, and suffer the subjects,
of whatever power, to remain there without molestation.
By possession thus taken, there was only a disputable
claim advanced, which might be peaceably and regularly
decided, without insult and without force; and, if the
Spaniards had complained at the British court, their rea-
sons would have been heard, and all injuries redressed;
but that, by presupposing the justice of their own title,
and having recourse to arms, without any previous notice
or remonstrance, they had violated the peace, and insulted
the British government; and, therefore, it was expected,
that satisfaction should be made by publick disavowal, and
immediate restitution.

The answer of Grimaldi was ambiguous and cold. He
did not allow that any particular orders had been given,
for driving the English from their settlement; but made
no scruple of declaring, that such an ejection was nothing
more than the settlers might have expected; and that
Buccarelli had not, in his opinion, incurred any blame, as
the general injunctions to the American governours were
to suffer no encroachments on the Spanish dominions.

In October, the prince of Masseran proposed a conven-
tion, for the accommodation of differences by mutual con-
cessions, in which the warning given to the Spaniards, by
Hunt, should be disavowed on one side, and the violence
used by Buccarelli, on the other. This offer was consi-
dered, as little less than a new insult, and Grimaldi was
told, that injury required reparation; that when either
party had sxiflfered evident wrong, there was not the parity
subsisting, which is implied in conventions and contracts;